a Protestant champion and, after the Duke of York and his
children, heir to the throne of England. He was now fight-
ing for his own country's life against France,

The negotiations to have Louis restore his English cousin's
pension were complicated by the sort of feminine distrac-
tions which were no novelty to either of the contracting
parties. The centre of the tangle was a lady Charles had
wooed in vain more than fifteen years before, the youngest
of " Les Mazarinettes," Hortense Mancini, now twenty-
nine years old and acclaimed from Italy to England as the
most beautiful woman in Europe. Married young to a re-
ligious fanatic who took the title of Due de Mazarin and
dissipated, ascetically but thoroughly, the enormous for-
tune his wife had received from her uncle, the Cardinal,
she at last ran away. It was very daring, although the
world knew that she had suffered years of being bullied,
lectured and forced to absurd penances. Her flight became
the prime gossip in all the capitals of Europe, and Charles
at the time had written of her:

" She has exceeded my Ldy. Shrewsbery in point of dis-
cresion by robbing her husband. I see wives do not love
Hevoute husbands, which reason this woman had besides
many more, as I heare, to be rid of her husband upon any
tearmes, and so I wish her a good iourney."

She escaped to Italy where one of her sisters lived, but
cut such a wide swath among the chivalrous sentimental-
ists of the peninsula that other women's jealousies forced
her to leave. Once again she became the talk of all fashion-
able societies by riding across Europe in a cavalier's costume
and taking ship for England where the Duchess of Ports-
mouth's enemies had assured her a generous reception. She
landed quite penniless, but with infinite resources. She was
much more than clever. She was tactful, kind, gracious to
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